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Mayor-elect
Kriseman’s
transition
team

Crowd
gathers
to protest
Duke
Energy

Rick Kriseman
ST. PETERSBURG —
Early this week, the cochairs of Mayor-elect Rick
Kriseman’s transition team –
Andrew Hayes and Dr.
Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich –
released the full list of transition team members. The
group will operate through
January 2, 2014, when Kriseman will be inaugurated, to
help firmly establish his policy priorities for the years to
come.
In keeping with Kriseman’s campaign commitments, the transition team
has strong representation
from all corners of the city,
including the south side.
The group met for the
first time last night at St. Petersburg College’s downtown campus.
A release by Kriseman’s
interim communication director Ben Kirby notes that
“The efforts of the cochairs
are part of an internal planning process which will produce data and observations
about existing conditions of
St. Petersburg’s governing
structure. They have confirmed the availability of a
number of talented citizens,
from which the Kriseman
will then expeditiously receive and assess recommendations presented to him in
the appropriate public
See TRANSITION, page 9

Darden Rice speaking
Mon., Nov. 18.
Some faces of the 2014 MLK Day of Service projects.
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. once said, “Life’s most
persistent and urgent
question is: ‘What are
you doing for others?’”
Each year, Americans
across the country answer that question by
coming together on the

King holiday to serve
their neighbors and communities, and St. Petersburg is no different.
The 2014 MLK Day of
Service is around the corner, and last Fri., Nov. 15
checks were given out to
those willing to make the
holiday “A Day On, Not a
Day Off.”
“The purpose is to en-

courage the community
to step up and serve
someone in need,” said
2014 Day of Service Project Manager James
Robinson. Award recipients joined together at St.
College
Petersburg
(SPC) Allstate Center, located at 3200 34th St. S.,
last Friday to receive the
state funded money.

“Everyone can be
great because everyone
can serve,” continued
Robinson quoting Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
But the holiday celebrated once a year on the
third Monday in January
was just a day off for most
folks. Some called for it to
mean more. It all started
See MLK, page 7

Celebrating Achievement Week Program
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The men of Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity marked two historic
milestones at its annual
Achievement Week Program, held on Sun., Nov. 17
at The Rock of Jesus Baptist Church in St. Pete.
The fraternity honored
over 50 outstanding young
African-American males
hand chosen by their

school principals based on
their merit in “scholarship
and perseverance.” This
year marks the largest
number of young men honored by Eta Rho.
The selected youths
were from the fraternity’s
Pathfinders Program and
three area high schools:
Gibbs, Lakewood and
Boca Ciega.
Pinellas County school
board member Rene FlowSee OMEGA, page 8

The pews were packed for the program last
Sunday at The Rock of Jesus Baptist Church.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Though it was a beautifully
bright fall morning at
Williams Park in downtown
St. Pete, the small crowd
gathered there was more
concerned about talking
nuclear energy than taking
in sunshine.
With placards and signs
stating messages like “We
Want a Refund,” citizens
called on Governor Rick
Scott to take an active role
in lobbying to repeal a utility tax that charges consumers for nuclear energy
they will not receive.
“I’m surrounded by
Duke Energy customers
who will see our utility bills
go up by as much as $9 per
month beginning in January,” said City Councilmember-elect Darden
Rice, who was on hand at
the Nov. 18 gathering.
“Part of that increase is
to pay $3.2 billion for nuclear energy projects that
aren’t producing a single
kilowatt of electricity and
probably never will,” Rice
said referencing the nowdefunct Crystal River nuclear plant and the
canceled Levy County project.
Rice was flanked by
members of Florida For All,
an organization with over
60,000 members which she
said fights for “Florida’s
See ENERGY, page 7


                                                

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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Talent and music showcase comes
to St. Pete





BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

By Jon Wilson

ST. PETERSBURG —
As a young lad, Toney “Big
T” Clark saw himself on a
stage with bright lights and
fans screaming. He saw
himself writing and singing
songs as the band played.
The drummer would roll
through the drum set and
crash the cymbals; the guitarist would make the
strings of his guitar ring
with a resounding pitch and
horn section would blow
out a climatic roar as it entangles the sound of the
other instruments and vocalist. The combination
would make a sound of
soul.
And then he woke up.
He thought to himself,
“There’s no one in St. Petersburg who is taking
young artist under their
wings to teach them how to
realize a dream in music.
Don’t you have to go to the
big city?”
Now, some 30 removed
from that “ah ha” moment,
Clark is doing his share to
help young artist live out
their dream and showcase
their talent.
“Our mission is to make
the Tampa Bay area a viable
market for recording artist
and musicians,” said Clark.
“The Music Network and
Showcase is the event any
and everybody will want to
be a part of if they are trying to break into the music
business so they can come
together and display their
talents.”
The “Music Network
and Showcase” is scheduled for Sat., Nov. 23, and

Gibbs High School: Friday
night lights

will be held at Angelo’s
Restaurant, 536 1st Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg. It’ll feature a
networking seminar from
11–2 p.m., a showcase starting at 6 p.m. and a party afterwards.
An assembly of local
professionals in radio, television, video production,
promoters, modeling agencies, music producers and
DJs will be on hand for advice as to help bring a
dream to reality. There’ll
also be local professionals
available at this event.
Toney Clark has 22
years of experience as a
professional entertainer.
Born and raised in St. Petersburg, he’s been singing
and song writing since the
1980s. He is a member of
the local group “ACT III”
under the management of
Johnnie Robinson of R&S
Records, Inc. He is also
signed to local agency
William Claire Entertainment, as “The Sounds of

Soul” under the direction of
Gerry Cachia.
Clark is the vice president of operations for “Dirty
Burt Entertainment, LLC”
and organizer and director
for The Music Network and
Showcase. Dirty Burt Entertainment, LLC was
founded by Studio Guitarist
and CEO, Stephen Burt, Sr.
aka “The Doctor” in November 2005.
“Our focus is to educate
and expose artist to opportunities they may not have,”
said Clark. “We hope to
have this event every quarter and expand to a national
event here in the St. Petersburg marketplace to align
with the music industry.
Right now, Angelo’s Restaurant is the only sponsor, but
we hope to gain more sponsors in the near future. ”
For more information,
including registration, contact Toney Clark at (727)
290-7968 or email bigtsolo34@gmail.com

Eta Rho Chapter elects 2014 officers
BY TOM PACKER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter, Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity on Nov.
13 elected its officers for
the coming year. The men
chosen are proven leaders
and have been entrusted to
lead the fraternity to
greater participation within
the organization and the
community.
Eta Rho is recognized
for its involvement in improving the lives of those in
need, especially within
south St. Petersburg. The
chapter works well within
the Pan-Hellenic Council
that involves the other
eight black Greek Organizations. Through that partnership evolves unified
cooperation that is necessary to serve the greater
community.
The chapter officers are
as follows: Brother James
Jackson, Jr., Basileus,

From front to back, James Jackson,
Jr. Roderick Green, Spencer Colquitt,
Malcolm Flakes, Frank Peterman, Tom Packer.
Brother Roderick Green,
Vice Basileus, Brother
Spencer Colquitt, Keeper of
Records and Seal, Brother
Malcolm Flakes, Keeper of
Finance Brother Frank Peterman, Chaplain and

Brother Tom Packer, Editor to the Oracle.
The brothers of Eta Rho
are looking forward to the
coming year and the many
community projects that
will be undertaken.

Gibbs High School football team circa 1940.
High school football playoffs began
last week and recognition is due the
Lakewood High School Spartans, who
will meet Tarpon Springs High School in
the regional semifinals this Fri., Nov. 22.
This time of the football season always brings reminiscences of teams
past. Some that come to mind are the
mighty Gibbs High School teams of the
late 1940s.
The Gladiators of those days played
in the segregation era’s Florida Interscholastic Athletic Association, an organization for black schools only. Gibbs
played such teams as Fort Myers Dunbar, Ocala Howard Academy, Tampa
Don Thompson, Lakeland Rochelle,
Fort Lauderdale Dillard, Orlando Jones,
Miami Carver, Miami Dorsey, and of
course Tampa Middleton and Pinellas
High from Clearwater.
During a time when the city’s other
school, segregated St. Petersburg High,
could not bring home a state championship, Gibbs was crowned the Florida
champion several times.
Records and newspaper stories of the
era are inconsistent and sometimes contradictory. But a story in the Evening Independent on Dec. 23, 1949, declared
that Gibbs had won the state title for
black schools for four consecutive years
beginning in 1945. The Gladiators were
edged out in 1949 when Miami Carver
defeated them 13-6. Gibbs boasted several undefeated seasons during this period and into the 1950s.
During their state title streak, the
Gladiators did not let their opponents
cross the Gibbs 20-yard-line for two
years. During two other years, no one
could score on the rugged Gladiator defense. Lore says that Gibbs school buses
sometimes were fired upon by fans of
other teams, angry at the Gladiator superiority.
Some of the players who brought the
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late 1940s success to Gibbs included
Rufus “Pee Wee” Adams, Eugene Eva,
Noah Baldwin, Harold Franklin,
Alphonsa Mosely, Nathanial Mims, Benjamin Maxwell, Freddie Flint, Eugene
Robinson, Melvin Cannon, Jimmy Isom,
Terrell Danley, W. Cotton, E. Oliver,
Johnny Holmes, Leonard Drayton,
Charles Rutherford, J. “Bonecrusher”
Brown, Ellroe Kent, Jesse Walker, “Blazing” Buster Bland, John Lester, Johnny
Gum, and Don Cummings.
Another who earned all-time Gladiator fame was Sevell Brown Jr., nicknamed
Citation after one of the era’s great race
horses. Weighing about 165 pounds during his playing days, Brown was a star
halfback noted for his speed. He frequently led the team in rushing yards.
Brown passed away earlier this year.
Love Brown and Moon Johnson
were the coaches in those days. To offset their players typical lack of size,
Brown emphasized speed and specialized in teaching his players deception.
Games were played at Campbell Park,
nicknamed the Dust Bowl. Sometimes
advance tickets were sold at Jesse Henderson’s sundries store, an iconic hangout for young people on 22nd Street
South.
Undefeated in 11 games, Gibbs also
won the state title in 1956 and Brown
was selected conference coach of the
year.
A season highlight often included a
postseason game during the Christmas
holidays, often with one of Georgia’s top
black teams.
The 1949 game against Hutto High
from Bainbridge, Ga. was a highlight
among those classics. Gibbs won 38-0, a
record score for one of the Christmas
Day games.
This is another in a series of articles
about African-American history in St.
Petersburg.
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Small Business
Administration loans
BY CHRISTOPHER KNEER &
KAREN BRICKEN

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Guest Columnists

One of the most popular ways for a
small business to fund its growth is by
getting a bank loan backed by the Small
Business Administration.
So what exactly is an SBA loan, and
how do you know if your business
might qualify? Here are some questions
we are commonly asked at USAmeriBank on this topic, along with answers.
Q: How does an SBA loan work?
A: An SBA loan is made by a bank,
with a guarantee from the U.S. government that helps cover part of the bank’s
risk. If a loan is approved, the government will guarantee up to 85 percent of
a loan that is below $150,000, or 75 percent of a loan between $150,000 and $5
million.
Q: What types of borrowers
qualify?
A: To qualify, a borrower has to be a
for-profit business. For example, you
wouldn’t be able to get an SBA loan to
buy a property only as an investment.
That said, most small businesses are eligible to apply.
Q: What kinds of purposes
might an SBA loan be used for?
A: It can be used for any businessrelated purpose that an operating business might have, such as hiring new
employees and advertising, acquire a
new building, or inventory. We often
see it used for a company to buy owneroccupied real estate, or debt consolidation, or for a combination of several
things.
Q: What are some key factors in
qualifying?
A: Approval of an SBA loan is largely
based on a borrower’s cash flow. The
key question is whether you can pay
back the debt. The bank and the SBA
will want to look at your company’s historic financials. And while they will also
work with startups, any projections for
revenue need to be realistic and based
on research.
Q: Does the borrower need to
put down money?
A: That is determined on a case-bycase basis. If you have a growing business and want to use the money to buy
equipment, you may not have to put
much money down. But if you are buying real estate or an existing company,
more equity and possibly additional collateral may be required because of the
higher risk involved for the lender.
Q: Are SBA loans at market
rates?
A: Most rates on SBA loans adjust
quarterly, with rates typically based on
the prime rate plus 2 points. That said,
the bank sets the rate based on the risk
of the loan, though the SBA rules state
that the rate can’t be higher than prime
plus 2.75 points.
Q: What is the usual timeframe
for approval?
A: Depending on the complexity of
what you are borrowing the money for,
the general timeframe is usually between 30 and 60 days.
Q: What information should a

Parental/Guardian, Church and
Community Engagement

Christopher Kneer

Karen Bricken
borrower gather to be ready to apply?
A: We need a current personal financial statement, and need three years
worth of both business and personal tax
returns. We will also want to look at any
businesses that are affiliated with your
business, such as if you own a chain of
grocery stores and also have a wholesale business.
If you are a first-time commercial
borrower, you may need help getting a
business plan or financials put together.
If that’s the case, a bank can suggest
nonprofits that might be able to help,
such as SCORE or SBDC, which can
offer such help for free.
Q: What do you do to get
started?
A: First, get an idea of what you
would specifically use the funds for, and
how much funding you want, and then
go ahead and meet with a bank. Focus
on finding a bank that does a lot of SBA
lending, so the banker will know what
the rules and regulations are, and how
to get an application done quickly and
efficiently.
If you are not yet in a position where
you would qualify, you will find out what
you need to do to get there.
Christopher Kneer is Senior Vice President and SBA Program Manager for USAmeriBank, while Karen Bricken is the
bank’s Vice President of SBA Administration. USAmeriBank was the top Tampa
Bay-based SBA lender in the last fiscal
year.
For more information about SBA
loans or other banking needs, contact USAmeriBank at 813-347-4700 or
sbainfo@USAmeriBank.com.

Recently I read an article by Dr.
Robert Ross entitled “Please Help Me. I
May Be Heading Toward Prison.” This
article was written about the California
school system, but the same statics
apply to St. Petersburg.
Dr. Ross’ observations are:
• Third-grade reading level —
Students who do not read proficiently by
third grade are four times more likely to
leave school without a diploma. Yet
more than 80 percent of our third-grade
black boys cannot read at grade level.
TRUE here in St. Petersburg
• Suspensions and early truancy— Every suspension doubles the
chance that a student will drop out and
triples the chance that they will be involved with the justice system. A new report found that 1 million elementary
school students were truant — defined
as having three or more unexcused absences or tardiness — in California last
year. True, according to reports shared
by the St. Petersburg city council.
• Justice-system involvement—
The system is expensive, harms kids
and doesn’t keep us safe. True here in
St. Petersburg
Dr. Ross said: “A young man struggling with any of these problems might

as well be wearing a sign around his
neck that says, “Please help me. I may
be heading toward prison.”
It’s in everyone’s interest to listen, to
get them the help they need and to help
them stay on track.
Pastor Rainey reminds us that “talk
is cheap, the Lord requires deeds.” (1
John 3:17-18)
Let’s all pray and then help our children! And remember, parental/
guardian, church and community engagement is defined as contacting the
school at least three times a week during the school year when the child is not
in trouble.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor. Pastor Rainey may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or call (727)
420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Resource Center, located at 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist Church.
The community is welcome.
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The Deuces are waking Willie Rogers: Oldest living Tuskegee Airman
up from a long sleep
recognized
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Elihu and Carolyn Brayboy
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
New business ventures
and grant money for heritage projects are ramping
up activity along 22nd
Street South, historically
the main St. Petersburg
commercial strip for
African Americans.
Although the corridor’s influence peaked
during the segregation
era, 22nd Street remains
for many an iconic reminder of community
bonding and perseverance
during a difficult period. It
is also important because
of its connection to civil
rights events in St. Petersburg.
Here are recent developments:
• Sylvia’s Restaurant
has opened on the ground
floor of the renovated
Manhattan Casino.
• Elihu and Carolyn
Brayboy continue work on
Chief’s Creole restaurant
and would like to open in
late December. At 901
22nd St. S., the restaurant
site had been known as
the Washington-Harden
Grocery Building. Home
to Harden’s Grocery for
more than 50 years, and
George
Washington’s
Beer Garden for much of
that time, the building was
declared a city landmark
last month.
• Just a few yards
south at 909 22nd St. S.,
the Brayboys have opened
a consignment shop and
an ice cream parlor in the
Moure Building, built in
1959 by Clarence Moure.
The building also won
local landmark status last
month.
• Ramona Reio, the
Brayboys’ daughter, has
opened a hair salon and
her husband Damon Reio
a fitness center at the
Brayboy Business Center,
1025 22nd St. S.
• The Department of
State’s Historical Resources Division has
awarded the city a $50,000

grant to be used by the
African American Heritage
Project for markers to be
placed at 20 historically important sites along 22nd
Street and along 9th Avenue.
• Thanks to work by
Terese Hilliard, Tyna Middleton and Evelyn Phillips,
the Heritage Project won a
$3,498 grant to establish a
park-like “Victory Garden.”
• Last Sat. Nov. 16, St.
Petersburg Preservation
Inc. conducted a two-hour
tour along 22nd Street, during which the corridor’s
commercial and civil rights
history was discussed.
Guides also pointed out the
new activity.
“We appreciate the
Brayboys for all their work
and their dedication to
22nd Street,” said Gwendolyn Reese, chairwoman
of the African American
Heritage Project, and who
served as one of the tour
guides.
Carolyn Brayboy said
the ice cream shop, which
has a relationship with
Working Cow Homemade
Ice Cream, will also serve
breakfast sandwiches and
lunch items like hot dogs
and subs. The shop
doesn’t have a name yet. A
contest will be held to determine one, Mrs. Brayboy said.
Meanwhile, the consignment shop is being
stocked with high-quality
clothes for men and
women.
“Our prices are very
reasonable,” Mrs. Brayboy
said, pointing out a sharp
man’s suit going for $75.
“Someone could come in
on a budget and do very
well. You could come in
and dress a business person.”
The Brayboys have
deep roots on 22nd Street.
Elihu Brayboy’s mother,
Mary Brayboy Jones, was
a nurse at Mercy Hospital
from the 1940s to the
1960s. His father was associated with the old Clark
Funeral Home.

ST. PETERSBURG —This past Veterans Day observance highlighted the
contributions of many veterans, but a
special honor for courage was finally bestowed to Mr. Willie Nathaniel Rogers
when he was recognized as a Tuskegee
Airman.
The organization, Tuskegee Airman, Inc. (TAI) presented a Legends
and Lineage Certificate of Award to Mr.
Rogers during the morning worship
service Nov. 10, at Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) church of
which he has been a member for more
than 50 years.
For more than 70 years, Mr. Rogers
has had to present certified proof of his
place in history as a Documented Original Tuskegee Airman (DOTA). Cheryl
Henry, CEO for Legend and Lineage
and a member of Bethel AME, worked
with retired Col. Len Nevels and the
Rogers family to obtain the paperwork
necessary to verify that he is a DOTA.
Since he did not serve in the armed
forces as a pilot, he wasn’t identified as
an airman; however, according to TAI,
the description of a Tuskegee Airman is
anyone man or woman, military or civilian, black or white who served at
Tuskegee Army Air Field or in any of
the programs stemming from the
‘Tuskegee Experience’ between the
years 1941 and 1949.
This description allowed him to be
considered a DOTA, and from this point
on Mr. Rogers is given the title of DOTA
Willie Rogers.
Mr. Rogers, who was born on
March 4, 1915 in Apalachicola, Fla.,
wears the title of being the oldest living
Tuskegee Airman. Born during the segregation era, he had to leave high school
during his junior year to help support
his family financially.
A year later he returned to school
and graduated. He went on to obtain a
bachelor’s degree from Claflin College
of Agriculture and Mechanical Institute
in Orangeburg, S.C. (now known as
Claflin University).
In 1942, he enlisted in the U.S.
Armed Forces (which became the U.S.
Air Force on Sept. 18, 1947), and along
with his friends Major Al Downing and
comrade Henry Stuart, became a part
of the 100th Fighter Squadron.
The first black military pilots of the
U.S. segregated armed forces received
their wings at Tuskegee Army Air Field
on March 7, 1942. This was after they
received their training on the air field
which was established on July 23, 1941
and began training in November of that
same year.
Records of that time indicate that in
July of 1941, the war department announced that the 99th Pursuit Squadron
was to consist of 33 pilots, 27 planes and
400 enlisted men. In addition, military
personnel already being trained at another airfield would complete training
and transfer to Tuskegee to act as airplane mechanics, armorers, supply
clerks, and weather forecasters.
The Tuskegee squadron went on to
establish its impressive combat record
when it was deployed in 1943 to French

Florida Department of Transportation - District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven, invites you to participate in the Five-Year Tentative Work Program Public Hearing for Fiscal Years July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2019. The Tentative
Work Program covers the next five years of preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, construction,
and public transportation projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties and
includes Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise projects in these counties. This hearing is being conducted pursuant
to Chapter 120 and 339.135(4)(d), Florida Statutes.
The hearing will be held: Monday, December 16, 2013, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
The hearing is being conducted as a webinar, (GoToMeeting) which is a live presentation delivered over the
internet. Registration is required prior to joining the webinar. Please visit the website below to register:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/547245394
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, remote viewing locations are provided at each of
the following locations:
Florida Dept. of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Dr, Tampa, FL 33612
Citrus County: Inverness Gov’t Building, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450
Hernando County: MPO Offices, 20 N. Main St, Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Gov’t Center, 8731 Citizens Dr, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
The department will receive verbal and written comments from organizations and the general public at
each location. Written comments not received at the public hearing must be postmarked by December 26,
2013 to become part of the official public hearing record. Written comments may be mailed to: Debbie
Hunt, Director of Transportation Development, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N.
McKinley Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability
or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act
or persons who require translation services (free of charge) should contact Lori Marable, Public Involvement
Coordinator, at (813) 975-6405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.

Mr. Rogers with his daughter Veronica R. Daniels Williams (left)
and Felicia A. Rogers.

Morocco in North Africa. This lasted
until 1945 when World War II officially
ended.
During Mr. Rogers early soldier
years, he married Josie Brockton, who
passed away after 11 years of marriage.
Then in 1960 he met and married Reva
McDuffie, to which two daughters were
born. The family lived in St. Petersburg
and he supported them for many years
from his employment as an auditor for
the Central Life Insurance Company in
Tampa.
Rogers then decided to open a business in St. Pete that turned out to be a
successful electronic television sales
and repair business that operated for 36
years in the downtown area. It was a
well-known slogan for many years that
if your TV breaks, call Mr. Rogers!
The Weekly Challenger joins with the
Rogers’ family, the Bethel AME community and many others in recognizing
this honor for Mr. Rogers. We echo

what the Legends and Lineage certificate of award states: “In honor of your
bravery and dedicated service to our
country we hereby recognize Tuskegee
Airman WO1 Willie N. Rogers for blazing a trail of excellence for future generations to follow.”
We thank you for your patriotic service as we teach children of your role in
the victory of WWII. Thank you DOTA
Rogers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKA’s host professional networking mixer
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of the AKA Sorority
hosted a professional mixer
to bring together local
African-American business
owners and entrepreneurs
at the Manhattan Casino
last Thursday evening.
The purpose of the
event was twofold; to encourage local small minority business owners to
network and promote each
other’s services and to
highlight how to startup
and manage a new small
business.
The program is part of
the AKAnomics worldwide

campaign to focus on economic empowerment and
increasing
community
awareness of buying local
goods and services from
small businesses.
The keynote speaker for
the event was Dr. Cynthia
Johnson, Center Director of
the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) in
Pinellas County. She talked
about skills associated with
developing an innovative
idea into a profitable small
business.
Johnson accentuated
the positive by highlighting
that an innovative idea
linked with the right business model can attract investors and evolve into a
success story. Johnson ex-

pressed her enthusiasm
that such success could
sprout up on the 22nd
Street corridor around the
Manhattan Casino.
Ultimately, the primary
message from the AKAnomics Mixer is that small
minority businesses success is key to creating a vibrant community. Johnson
final comments were about
St. Petersburg Enterprise

Zone that offers six tax incentives for new business
startups. These businesses
would have to be located in
areas bordering 58th Street
West to 3rd Street East and
from 22nd Avenue North to
45th Street South.
Over a dozen African
American small businesses,
ranging from hair care
products to dental services,
participated in the event.
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1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

 

 




ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate





   

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.



 

 


 




CHURCH MUSICIAN WANTED
EXPERIENCED CHURCH MUSICIAN
desired to work with Adult Choirs and Youth Choir
Rehearsals scheduled Tuesdays and Thursdays
Worship Services
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. every Sunday
Must be available for church fellowship engagements.
Send resume to: Trustee Board, St. John M.B. Church
3200 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712



  
  







Dr. Frogue’s Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch with haircut
and/or demi permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tarpon Springs has a new playground
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

TARPON SPRINGS —
Rome wasn’t built in a day,
but Tarpon Springs’ newest
playground was. Over two
years and 200 volunteers
later, families in Tarpon
Springs are going to reap
the benefits of caring minds
in the community partnered with nonprofits and a
large local corporation.
From cutting through
red tape to the Nov. 16 ribbon cutting ceremony,
Mayor of Tarpon Springs
David Archie couldn’t be
happier to see the playground become a reality.
“We are excited for the
children to have a playground and we’re grateful
to be a part of this great
community that comes together for the benefit of the
kids,” Archie said.
The new creation will be
located at the Union Academy Family Center on 401
East Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive as the result of a com-

bined effort between KaBOOM!, a national nonprofit that envisions a great
place to play within walking
distance of every child in
America, Citizens Alliance
for Progress (CAP), the
Tampa Bay Rays and other
volunteers in the community.
Archie traded one of his
impeccably tailored suits
for a pair of jeans so he
could join in on the activities. He said was pleased
with the partnership with
CAP and warned everyone
that they were in for a day
of hard work.
Rick Vaughn, Vice President of Communications
with the Tampa Bay Rays,
said the team has been a
big supporter of various
community projects in the
bay area and their employees play a very active role in
the community and are encouraged to spend time volunteering.
“We get to know everyone and have shoulder to
shoulder bonding time. We






do all of this through ECOT,
Employee Community Outreach Team, an umbrella of
Kaboom!”
Stuart Sternberg, the
principal owner of the
Tampa Bay Rays, implemented this program when
he bought the team in 2007,
and the team president,
owners and their families
were all on hand for the
playground unveiling.
Statistics say today’s
children spend less time
playing outside than any
previous generation in part
because only one in five
children live within walking
distance of a park or playground. This play deficit is
having profound consequences for kids physically,
socially and cognitively.
One playground at a
time the statistics will
change, and with caring,
giving people such as those
involved in this project, families and their children will
become more physically
and socially active.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!










 
 










 



NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Day of Service, A Day On, Not a Day Off

Dudley and Rice protest Duke Energy and Gov. Scott

From MLK , page 1

From ENERGY page 1

MLK Day of Service team: L-R sitting: Laurie Suitt, Gwendlynn Hicks,
Shameka Jones, Brooke Taylor. L-R standing: Deborah Boyle, Linda Hogans,
Terri Murph, Darryl Rouson, James Robinson and Leila Wilson.
in August of 1994 when
President Bill Clinton
signed into law federal legislation proclaiming MLK
Day as a day to honor
King’s legacy of serving
the community, by promoting the same spirit of volunteerism he projected, in
the states across America.
Philadelphia took it seriously and now has the
largest number of active
projects and volunteer base
in the nation with over
115,000 people volunteering throughout the region
last year in some 1,600
service projects.
But what about St. Petersburg? State Representative Darryl Rouson had
his own vision a few years
back after speaking at a
drug treatment center following the city-sponsored
MLK parade. What if the
city got more involved in
more than just the parade?
What if the day could end
more beautiful than when
it began? So he petitioned
the state for money. Thousands of dollars later
schools, clubs, neighborhoods, churches and other
community organizations
were reaping the benefits
of a day’s hard work.
Last year Happy Workers, a local childcare center,
among
others
benefited from the service
dollars, using it to renovate
the King building on their
campus. A facility they
promised would bring the
community together. This
year, 64 projects were approved addressing education, health, support for the
downtrodden in the city
and even for community
gardens.
“We’re going to bring
kids that are going to actually plant vegetables in a
garden,” said Pinellas
County Urban League
President and CEO Watson
Haynes II of his project
with the Sojourner Truth
Center. “It’s a day of service for them, but it’s a long
continuous relationship because the garden doesn’t
grow in a day.”
Due to last year’s suc-

cess as a pilot program for
the state, funds were increased and allocated to
neighboring counties. This
year $200,000 in monies
was awarded to project
goers with individual projects raking in between
$600 and $4,500.
All projects begin Jan.
20, Martin Luther King
Day, however participants
were encouraged to sign
up for signature awards
where if approved, their
projects could be awarded
up to $10,000 to implement
their enterprises year
round.
Dr. Linda Hogans, director of Special Projects at
SPC, is excited about the
direction the day of service
projects are heading and
sees a long future for community based involvement
not only here in St. Petersburg but all over Florida.
“Last year was so successful that Representative
Rouson was able to get an
additional million dollars
for us,” she beamed stating
that the intent is to spread
the day of service dollars
across the state.
Already two colleges
were added to the recipient
list with State College of
Florida in Manatee County
and Hillsborough Community College joining SPC as
receiving funds for their
Day of Service projects.
“We are just so very excited we’ve been able to
come up with some guidelines for other institutions,”
Hogans explained, “and if
things go well, there’s no
telling what will happen for
us next year.”
Rep. Rouson arrived to
the celebration in Hollywood fashion, late but full
of life, and asked the group
in attendance to really put
every effort they have into
their projects, explaining
that the eyes of the state
are upon them.
“It’s going to be its best
year because of what
you’re doing to make it
good,” he said. “All over
the state right now they’re
looking at this pilot project
in terms of rolling it out in

other communities.”
So members of the
community, ask yourself
the same question that Dr.
King asked: “What are you
doing for others?”
Although the money
has already been allocated
to chosen projects that
turned in viable proposals
by the due date back in October, you can still plan to
serve on MLK Day either
by joining an already established project or rounding
up a group of volunteers to
address an issue around
your neighborhood that
needs attention. You can
even register your project
at mlkday.gov so that others around the country can
view what you’re doing.
The MLK Day of Service is also part of United
We
Serve,
President
Obama’s national call to
service initiative which
urges Americans to work
together to provide solutions to the most pressing
national problems plaguing
society today. So come January in honor of the holiday, support the local
projects in your area and
make Martin Luther King
Day, a day to make a difference.
Other approved day of
service projects include
Delta reading rainbow
where books, kindles, and
anything related to reading
will be provided for kids
participating in the YMCA
program. The Jungle Terrace Civic Association
which plans to sponsor a
bowl game for five youth
football teams, and “The
Man Camp,” project dedicated to providing services
to young men ages 9-24
through a series of workshops aimed at dispelling
the negativity associated
with young black men in
the community.
Additional
monies
for St. Petersburg will be
left in a treasury to help
fund future years of the
MLK Day of Service.
For more information visit
the SPC website at spcollege.edu/mlkservice/, or
MLKDay.gov

State Rep. Dudley speaks at the gathering.
middle class, our seniors
and our children.”
Rice claimed the nuclear tax is hurting the
competitiveness of local
small businesses in two
ways. “Number one, small
businesses should not
have to subsidize a large
corporation like Duke Energy. Secondly, the higher
rate the Tampa Bay area
pays to Duke Energy
makes this area less attractive to businesses and economic development. And
these businesses will factor in higher utility costs
when they decide to locate
here.”
Challenging Gov. Scott’s
claim that he wants to make
Florida a low-cost place to
do business, Rice stated
that the increase “puts St.
Pete citizens and Tampa
Bay businesses specifically
at a much bigger economic
disadvantage. The city of St.
Petersburg pays a total
Duke Energy bill of about
$10 million. It will go up,

and taxpayers will foot the
bill. People are sick of it.
They are asking when Rick
Scott is going to start looking out for Florida’s middle
class. Governor, we can’t afford to wait,” implored Rice.
Referencing Duke Energy’s monetary support to
Gov. Scott’s campaign as a
way of explaining his ostensibly aloof attitude toward the increase that will
hurt residents and businesses, Rice said: “It’s interesting to note that
Duke/Progress Energy
gave $100,000 to Rick
Scott’s election campaign
last year.”
Also making an appearance at the gathering was
State
Representative
Dwight Dudley. “The crucial issue here is the
money that’s coming out of
hardworking Floridians’
pockets every month,”
Dudley said. “We have to
repeal the utility tax.
Churches, schools, hospitals are all paying for this

ChurchAlertz can replace
many costly and timeconsuming
tasks for much less. ChurchAlertz will get any message
across instantly at the touch of a
button. And because people read
their texts, you’ll reach a greater
percentage of your audience with
your information! You can even
include a direct link to a phone
number, email address or web
site so that recipients can contact
you instantly.
Get
started
today
by
calling us toll-free at 855-425-3789
and let us show you how you can
increase your sales and lower
costs with ChurchAlertz. Or
simply Text ALERTZ to 55469
(555444 in Canada) and a representative will contact you directly.

utility tax. It’s helping
Duke Energy but it’s not
helping the people because
we’ve received zero power
as a result of it.”
“The ratepayers are
stuck,” Dudley added,
“we’re on the hook and the
bills are going to keep
rolling in. It’s bad practice
to be taking money from
consumers who can ill-afford to finance whatever
the power companies want
to do.”
In the eyes of Rice,
Dudley,
members
of
Florida For All and angry
local consumers, Gov.
Scott has simply failed to
stick up for ratepayers.
They are calling on him to
get bills passed that will
stop the utility bailouts and
refund ratepayers their
money for nuclear energy
they paid for, but will not
get.
Perhaps
gatherings
like the one on Monday
will be a step in getting the
governor’s attention.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Psi Phi marks two historic milestones in this year’s Achievement Week Program
From OMEGA , page 1

ers offered her praise to the
exceptional students.
“Today we have an opportunity to honor those individuals, not just because
they are African American
young men but because they
seek to do something with
their lives. I know the road
hasn’t been easy,” Flowers
said. “For the young men
that are here today, I am so
proud of you.”
Flowers stressed the importance of community involvement in the shaping of
all African-American youth,
urging members of the community “to make sure that we
embrace them, that we cultivate them, that we do not
give up on them, and that we
make sure that they understand if they’re not loved anywhere else in this world,
they’re loved at home.”
The keynote speaker for
the event, who was introduced by the fraternity’s regional representative Harry
Harvey, was Dr. Michael A.
Freeman, the assistant vice
president and dean for students at the University of
South Florida.
An active member of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Freeman gave a recipe as advice to the young men, urging them to “establish a
strong base by using a
healthy dose of friendship.
You can’t have too much
friendship in the mix.” He
also stressed the importance
of “equal measures of manhood, scholarship, and perseverance.” in his ‘recipe’ for
success.
Freeman went on to exalt
illustrious Omega members
and their commitment to ex-

cellence, going back to the
very beginning of the fraternity.
“Each founding member
of Omega Psi Phi went to the
very top of his profession,”
Freeman said. “If we want to
advance Omega’s future, we
remind every brother he
should aspire to reach the
top of his profession. I’ve always said and will continue
to say, ‘We don’t make men,
men make Omega. And extraordinary men make
Omega extraordinary.’”
Founded on November
17, 1911, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity is the first international fraternal organization
to be established on the campus of a historically black college, Howard University in
Washington, D.C.
The long list of famous
members includes poet
Langston Hughes, pianist
and bandleader William
“Count” Basie, actor Bill
Cosby, comedian Steve Harvey, the Rev. Jesse Jackson,
athlete Michael Jordan and
civil rights attorney Oliver
Hill.
Mordecai Walker, a graduate of Tennessee State University and one of the
original founders of the Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi, was on hand for the program. “I’ve been fortunate
enough that I haven’t missed
an Achievement Program
since 1950,” he said proudly.
Arthurene
Williams,
widow of Omega member
Lewis “Lew” Williams, presented a check in the amount
of $2,500 to go toward the
Lew Williams Scholarship
fund.
“I want to thank the men

of Omega for all the support
you have given our family
after the loss of Lew,”
Williams said. “Lew would be
so proud if he were here to
see these young men.”
For the first time in the
51-year history of the event,
the fraternity selected a
woman to be honored –
Gypsy Gallardo— as Citizen
of the Year. Founder and
publisher of the Power Broker Magazine, she was recognized for her efforts in
bringing to the bay area an
information source that presents people of color in a positive light.
Gallardo is well known
for her community involvement and action oriented
concepts that serve to engage and energize community organizations. That
includes her work in spearheading the 2020 Plan to reduce poverty by 30 percent
in south St. Petersburg by
the year 2020.
The Founders Award
went to Thomas Packer, a retired psychologist and accountant, for his service to
the fraternity at the local,
state and national levels.
William “Bill” Puller was
named Omega Man of the
Year, the fraternity’s highest
honor. This very special
award is given to the brother
that exemplifies the fraternity’s four cardinal principles:
manhood, scholarship, perseverance and uplift.
The Chairman of the
Achievement Week Committee is Watson L. Haynes II,
President/CEO of the Pinellas County Urban League
and James Jackson, Jr. is the
Basileus.
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JUNK IN THE TRUNK
H OLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
AT THE SKYWAY MALL
4100 34TH STREET SOUTH, ST. P ETERSBURG
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Have you ever had an idea for a business or always desired to display your
gifts and talents to the public? Maybe you've started a business and
need more exposure? If so, then you don't want to miss this event!!!
Come out and display your gifts and talents right out of the trunk of your car.

Saturday, December 14 from 10–3 p.m.

A
C

C
N

There will be plenty of:
• Food
• Live Music
• Face Painting
• Hot Chocolate Bar
• And many more
fun-filled activities

A winner will be selected for the person with the best setup. A prize will
be rewarded to launch your business to the next level of organization.
Sign up today and get a parking space for $25.00.
You keep all proceeds made at the event.
Space will be available for vendors to set up tables and serve food.
Cost for vendor space is $45.00.
RSVP by December 9, 2013 – 727-896-2922 (Leave Message)

The men of Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The unbridled “Truth”
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Hometown kid Clarence
“The Truth” Booth put on
another dominant performance Nov. 16 at the
Bayfront Hilton in downtown St. Pete, co-headlining “Bombs Away at the
Bay 2.”
The boxing event, promoted by Mad Integrity
Fight Sports in association
with One Punch Boxing,
featured a total of nine
bouts with a host of local
and out-of-state talent.
“The Son of St. Pete”
Booth faced welterweight
Terry Cade (4-5-1) from
Aiken, S. C.,—a late substitute for Keuntray Henson.
But the change of opponents hardly seemed to
faze Booth, as he looked
confident in making short
work of Cade.
The first round was
punctuated with explosive
combinations thrown by
both boxers, but it was
Booth that was in control
as he backed Cade into a
corner toward the end of
the round and let fly with a
furious flurry. When the
fighters came out for the
second round, Booth managed to corral Cade again
into the corner and kept
him there with punches of

animal ferocity.
This time, he didn’t let
his prey get away as Booth
kept his opponent pinned
in the corner for what
seemed like a week. Cade
simply tried to ride out the
endless
storm—never
mind mounting a counter
attack—but he couldn’t
withstand the onslaught
and the fight, scheduled for
six rounds, was stopped at
1:33 in the second round.
It was Booth’s eighth
pro fight and the victory
improved the 23-year-old’s
record to 7-1.
The co-main event had
undefeated welterweight
Amos “2smooth” Cowart of
Groveland, Fla., going up
against Jose Valderrama
from Arecibo, Puerto Rico.
A fierce puncher, Cowart
staggered Valderrama with
some heavy body blows,
though Valderrama managed to jab his way out of
trouble. Over the course of
the four-round fight, however, Cowart wore Valderrama down with more body
shots as he tried to set up
his vicious uppercut.
In the second round
Cowart knocked his opponent down, which brought
fight fans in the Grand Bay
ballroom to their feet, but
Valderrama was able to get
up and finish the round.
But
the
punishment

Valderrama had already absorbed was apparent as he
came out in the third round
like a man low on gas.
Cowart continued to
unleash more thunderous
body shots; some so loud
that the sound of glove
pounding flesh ricocheted
against the back walls.
Early in the fourth
round Cowart finally finished the job as he
knocked down Valderrama
a final time, putting an exclamation point on a fight
he thoroughly dominated.
The referee stopped the
fight at 21 seconds into the
round,
and
Cowart’s
record improved to 8 wins
and no losses, with one
draw.
Valderrama, after a
promising start in which
he had won his first three
bouts, dropped his next six
including the TKO loss
against Cowart.
Other action featured
southpaw Marlon Farr
from Zephyrhills battling
Rashad Jones of Montgomery, Ala. It was a
rather even fight, if not a
bit dirty, as both super-middleweights kept throwing
kidney punches to wear
one another down. In the
end it was Farr taking the
four-rounder on a split decision.
Darrell Echols of Key

West took on Clearwater’s
Raynard Hill in a middleweight match in which
Hill kept cutting off the
ring, trying to corral
Echols. Hill’s persistence
paid off as he knocked his
opponent down in the third
round. Hill smelled blood
and after waiting for the
referee to give the mandatory standing eight count;
he ripped into his opponent
savagely, but Echols managed to survive.
It wasn’t until the final
round that Hill put him
away for good. After a series of furious combinations by Hill, the referee
stopped the fight at 2:21 of
the fourth round.
The bout between
William Fauth of Orlando
and Antonio Ojeda of Ft.
Myers was a short one as
Ojeda knocked down
Fauth twice in the second
round, prompting the referee to stop the fight and
award the TKO victory to
Ojeda in his first professional bout.
Jose Resendis, fighting
out of Sarasota and also
making his pro debut, took
on lightweight Luis Rodriguez of Dania, Fla. Resendis scored a resounding
win as he controlled the action and the pace from bell
to bell. It was an entertaining fight with lots of action,

but Rodriguez seemed to
sense he was overmatched
by the third round as he
tried to keep away from the
reach of Resendis. Rodriguez hung on throughout the entire bout, but
when it went to the scorecards the unanimous decision in Resendis’ favor
came as no surprise.
It took Shane “The Irish
Tyrant” Tenney of Arcadia
only 45 seconds to dispatch
Christopher Sanchez of
Puerto Rico. Tenney felled
his opponent with a wallshaking body shot in the
night’s shortest contest
and notched his first pro
win in four tries with the
KO.
In
other
action,
Tampa’s Mike Bissett defeated Dan Bolden of Lakeland in a four-round
cruiserweight clash. Bissett continually swung for

the fences; unleashing
looping punches all fight
long. When he wasn’t trying to hit a home run, Bissett
jabbed
through
Bolden’s defense and got
to him repeatedly. Though
Bolden hung on for the
whole four rounds, it was a
win for Bissett in a unanimous decision.
Darrell Jones of Jacksonville went up against
Miguel Cruz of Lake Mary,
Fla., in a one-sided bout
that saw the quick-handed
and dominant Cruz knock
down Jones once in the
first round and two more
times in the next round.
The fight was stopped at
1:23 of the second round as
Cruz scored the TKO victory. With the win, the upand-coming Cruz improved
to a perfect 4-0 and is certainly a fighter worth keeping an eye on.

City of St. Petersburg Public Arts Commission.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.: Was installed as
the senior Pastor of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church in St.
Petersburg in May 1999.
He is a one-time Drum
Major for the Florida A&M
Marching 100, former noncommissioned officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps and district executive for the West
Central Florida Council of
Boy Scouts of America.
Rick Mussett: Senior
administrator for city development with the City of St
Petersburg where he began
his employment in 1980.
James G. Newman,
CPA: A shareholder and
managing partner in the
certified public accounting
firm of Gregory, Sharer &
Stuart, Newman was one of
the founding members of
the Heroes of the St Petersburg Policy-a non-profit that
assists the families of St Petersburg Police Officers in
times of need.
Winthrop “Will” Newton: Florida Professional
Firefighters 2nd District
vice president and former
president of the St. Petersburg Chapter of the International Association of
Firefighters.
Larry Newsome: President of Urban Development Solutions, Inc. and
has held executive positions with Echelon International Corporation and
Florida Progress Corporation.
Karl Nurse: Chair of
the St Petersburg City
Council, representing District 6, focusing on innovation and sustainability
issues across departments.
He is co-owner of Bay Tech
Label and rehabilitates single family residences.
Ross D. Preville: Vice
president of investments
with the Wealth Management Group of Raymond
James. He currently chairs
the Downtown Waterfront
Master Plan Task Force for
the St Petersburg Chamber

of Commerce.
Dan Ray: Former president, Senior Fellow of the
Institute at Biltmore, and
former president & CEO of
the American Craft Council,
Ray is a St Petersburg resident and part-time special
advisor to the Governor of
North Carolina.
Angela Rouson: President of the National Council
of Negro Women and
Board member of the Pinellas County Juvenile Welfare
Board, Rouson is a former
vice chair of the Pinellas
County Housing Authority.
Craig Sher: Executive
chairman of the Sembler
Company of St Petersburg,
Sher a member of the
Board of Trustees of All
Children’s Hospital and former member of the ABC
Commission that looked at
potential new sites for the
Tampa Bay Rays.
Rick Smith: Is currently chief of staff for the
Florida Public Services
Union which represents
25,000 workers in the state
including the City of St. Petersburg where he has
been the chief negotiator
for the last 4 agreements.
Herb Snitzer: A nationally renowned photographer that has been featured
in many periodicals including the Saturday Evening
Post, Fortune, Time and
the New York Times,
Smith’s career spans over
50 years of provocative
image-making.
Sophia Sorolis: Co-director of the Greenhouse, a
new business development
collaboration between the
City of St Petersburg and
the St Petersburg Chamber
of Commerce.
Chris
Steinocher:
President and CEO of the
St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce and former
chief operating officer of
the Tampa Bay Partnership.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L.
Sykes: Pastor of Bethel
Community Baptist Church
in St. Petersburg, Florida,
Sykes holds two doctoral

degrees and is a key member of the ecumenical organization FAST; Faith and
Action for Strength Together.
Rev. John G. Tapp:
Pastor of Holy Family
Catholic Church in St. Petersburg and a key member
of the ecumenical organization FAST; Faith and Action
for Strength Together.
Rabbi Michael Torop:
Has been serving as the
Rabbi of Temple Beth-El, a
diverse Reform congregation of approximately 450
families in St. Petersburg,
Florida since 2001. He is
also a key member of the
ecumenical organization
FAST; Faith and Action for
Strength Together.
Katee Tully: Former
University professor and
administrator as well as former executive director of
the Morean Arts Center.
Donna Welch: Program Coordinator for the
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center, as
well as President of My
Daughter’s Keeper of
Tampa Bay, Inc.
Lisa Wheeler-Brown:
Currently serves as the
president of Wildwood
Neighborhood Association,
chair of the Public Safety
Committee for the Council
of Neighborhood Associations, and the honorary
chair of the Holocaust Museum community project
“Speak Up, Speak Now.”
She is also a U.S. Army veteran.
Tonjua
Williams,
Ph.D.: Senior vice president of Student Services at
St. Petersburg College,
Williams has held various
positions throughout her 26
years of experience in
higher education. She was
recognized as the 2011 Jr.
Achievement Educator of
the Year for Pinellas
County.
Ann Wykell: Former
manager of Cultural Affairs
and International Relations
for the City of St. Petersburg.

Transition team members for Mayor-elect Kriseman
From TRANSITION, page 1

forum and with full transparency, as required by Sunshine mandates.”
In addition to the list of
44 team members released
to the media this Tuesday,
others members were
added prior to Wednesday
night’s meeting:
Askia
Muhammed
Aquil: Former Executive
Director of St. Petersburg
Neighborhood Housing
Services and the former
Deputy Director of the St.
Petersburg Housing Authority as well as a native of
St Petersburg.
Michael J. Babboni,
Esq.: Partner at Shapiro,
Goldman, Babboni &
Walsh. He was a charter
member of the St Petersburg Nuisance Abatement
Commission and is a registered player representative
by the NFL in Pinellas
County.
Johnny J. Bardine,
Esq.: A practicing attorney
and member of the Pier Advisory Task Force. He has
worked for the Magistrate’s Court in Camberwell
Green, London, and after
law school, a law clerk in
Prague, Czech Republic.
Terr y Br yant: A long
term resident of St. Petersburg that is active in various
community organizations.
Louis Brown III,
Esq.: Is a member of the
Florida Bar and currently
the assistant director of
legal affairs for Minor
League Baseball. In the
community he serves as
the president of St. Pete Together, and co-chair of
Agenda 2010 & Beyond.
Michael J. Connors,
P.E.: Administrator for
Public Works with the City
of St Petersburg and the
City’s Sustainability Officer.
Leslie Curran: Owner
of Interior Motives and has
been active in cultural affairs for the city for many
years. She is currently a
member of the St. Petersburg City Council, representing District 4; will step
down January 1, 2014 due
to term limits.

Ben Diamond, Esq.:
Partner at the law firm
Williamson, Diamond &
Caton in St. Petersburg. He
worked for four years as a
lawyer for the State of
Florida in Tallahassee,
serving as general counsel
to the chief financial officer
of the State of Florida and
the Florida Department of
Financial Services.
Bob Devin Jones:
Artistic director and cofounder of Studio 620 in St
Petersburg. He has been a
resident of St. Petersburg
since 1997, participating in
many educational and cultural organizations.
Mike Dove: Served the
City of St. Petersburg for
over 26 years in various positions culminating as
deputy mayor for Neighborhood Services. Mike is
currently a member of St
Petersburg Neighborhood
Home Solutions, a nonprofit that focuses on affordable housing.
Winnie Foster: CEO of
the Sojourner Truth Center
and a community activist
who has lived in St. Petersburg for more than 40
years. She has served on
countless boards and committees and has been a
champion for civil rights
and the environment,
among other issues.
Gypsy Gallardo: Lead
designer of the 2020 Plan to
reduce poverty by 30 percent in south St. Petersburg
by the 2020 Census, and
publisher of the Power Broker Magazine.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart: The Director of Communications and External
Affairs for the Pinellas
County Urban League of
Tampa Bay. She is the former Deputy Director for
U.S.
Congresswoman
Kathy Castor.
Joel B. Giles, Esq.: Attorney with Carlton Fields
and practices in the areas of
complex real estate and
commercial transactions.
He represents the developers of large mixed-use,
commercial, and residential

projects.
Cedric Gordon: Former assistant chief of the St
Petersburg Police Department where he completed
over 31 years of distinguished service.
William ‘Bill’ Heller,
Ph.D.: Dean of the College
of Education at USF-St Petersburg. He is a former
member of the Florida
House of Representatives
and Army Paratrooper.
Bob Jeffrey: A historic
preservationist and former
City of St. Petersburg employee who led the revisions to St Petersburg’s
Land Use Ordinance.
Carl R. Lavender, Jr.:
A retired executive with
forty years’ experience in
the non-profit industry. Carl
served the majority of his
professional career with
Boys & Girls Clubs of
America advancing professionally from youth leader
to executive director.
Lorraine Margeson:
Created and built a successful small business, Donlo
Communications,
Inc.
along with her husband
Don. She is a noted community and environmental activist and former candidate
for the St. Petersburg City
Council.
Brad Miller: Chief executive officer at Suncoast
Pinellas Transit Authority
and former Director of Operations at the Charlotte
Area Transit System.
Ed Montanari: A pilot
for American Airlines and
has served with multiple
community boards and organizations, he is a former
Air Force officer and vice
chair of the Pier Advisory
Task Force.
Brother
John
Muhammad: A community organizer with a certificate
in
grassroots
Leadership from USF-St Petersburg and president of
the Childs Park Neighborhood Association in St. Petersburg.
Mar y Anna Murphy:
President of MAM Exhibit
Design and Chair of the
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Community Baptist Church
Our Mission Ministr y
Outreach will have a FREE
GIVE-AWAY of clothing and
household items Sat., Nov. 23
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Come

and bring a friend.
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes,
Pastor. Elder Evelyn Thompsom Mission President. Information, call church office

727-866-2567. Bethel Community Baptist Church is located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov. 21 - Women’s Intermediate Auxiliary assisting
with Thanksgiving Food Bags:

Meeting at 7 p.m.
Nov. 23 - General Mission
Ministry meeting at 9:30 a.m.
Nov. 24 - Final day to bring
Thanksgiving food bags
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving
Food Bags prepared and distributed (9:30 a.m.)
Leadership Meeting with
Pastor Brown and all Ministry
Leaders; Presidents, Vice
Presidents and Advisors.
Meeting Time: 7 p.m.
Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving
Day - Be blessed.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar
Dec. 4 at 7p.m.: FMBC extends a warm invitation to the
last 2013 Wednesday Night
L.I.V.E. (Living in Victory
Everyday). Holy Communion
will be served.

Dec. 31 at 9:45 p.m.: “To
God Be The Glory.” Watch
Night Service featuring The Dynamic Duo,
Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor
Emeritus, New Pleasant Grove
Missionary Baptist Church and
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor,
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. We are looking forward to seeing you and your entire family.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friend-

ship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday
night
at
7 p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

The Rock of Jesus MBC
The officers and members of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
invite the entire community to
share with us as we honor
and celebrate the 11th Anniversary of our Pastor, Rev.
Frank W. Peterman, Jr., at an
appreciation banquet on Fri.,
Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. at The
Princess Martha, 411 1st Ave.
N., St. Petersburg.
The keynote speaker is
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Pastor of St. John Primitive
Baptist Church in Clearwater.
To purchase tickets, please
call the church office at 3270015 and leave a message and
someone will return your call.
This year’s theme is: “En-

during the Challenges of Ministry and Celebrating the Victory in Christianity” Scripture
Reference: Jeremiah 3:15 and
Philippians 4:13
The lineup for this year’s
anniversary celebration include the following Guest Pastor’s/Host Minister:
DATE
SERVICE
TIME GUEST
PASTORS/MINISTERCHURCH
Sun., Dec. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Jimmy McCloud The
Rock of Jesus
Sun., Dec. 1, 4 p.m. Rev.
Troy Adams New Jerusalem
M.B. Church
Mon., Dec. 2, 7 p.m. Apostle Roger Stroman, Jr. Abundant
Life
Ministries

Fellowship, Inc.
Tues., Dec. 3, 7 p.m. Rev.
Dr. Deborah R. Green Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church
Wed., Dec. 4, 7 p.m. Rev.
Dr. Manuel L. Sykes Bethel
Community Baptist Church
Thurs., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Wayne E. Wilson
United Community Church
Culmination
Services:
Sun., Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. Rev.
Dr. Michael J. Johnson, Sr.
Sixth Avenue MB Church,
Pensacola, FL
Sun., Dec. 8, 5 p.m. Rev.
Earnest Jones Galilee M.B.
Church
Please come out and worship with us, as we fellowship
and celebrate God together.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based
Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Wholeheartedly
“And whatsoever ye do,
do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men”.
Colossians 3:23.
As we approach the end
of the year, my husband
and I did an inventory of
our lives and examined the
things we accomplished
and those that were not. As
we reviewed our bucket
lists we realize that we set a
lot of goals but only succeeded at maybe a few. As
we examined each list, we
noticed that year after year
he adds to his list the goal
to lose weight and somehow it continues to be one
of those things-which he
will get around to doing.
As we discussed his list
of things to do, I suggested
to him maybe this item remains on your list because
you fail to do it with your
whole heart. As we began
to pray about each of our
desires, the Holy Spirit
began to minister these
words. Therefore, I decided
to share our secret place
with those of you that continue to find losing weight
daunting.
The First step to losing
weight is we must change
our mindset about the way
we eat. How do we change
our mind? First Peter 1:13
states: “Therefore, preparing our minds for action,
and being sober-minded,
set our hope fully on the
grace that will be brought
to us at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.”
When we prepare our
minds for actions we overthrow reasoning and every
high thing, which lifts itself
up against the knowledge
of God, and leading captive
every thought into the obedience of Christ. The mind
wants to be in control;
therefore until we learn to
resist temptations, we will
continuously fulfill the lust
of our flesh. The eyes are
the window to our soul and
when we see things, which
are pleasurable, we attempt
to satisfy those cravings.
The second step to losing weight is we must rid
the refrigerator and cabinets of all unhealthy foods.
Ephesians 4:22-24 states:
“We were taught to change
the way we were living. The

person we used to be will
ruin us through desires
that deceive us. However,
we were taught to have a
new attitude. We were also
taught to become a new
person created to be like
God, truly righteous and
holy.”
After reading this, I realize that I wasn’t aiding in
my husband’s desire to lose
weight. I constantly filled
the house with desirable
treats which enticed him to
eat the snickers over the
banana. For that reason, we
removed the unhealthy
snacks and replaced them
with a healthier snack.
This scripture is reminding us that we are
born into sin and in order
to overcome, we must be
conscious about what we
eat. Satan desires for us to
be unhealthy. When we are
overweight it causes us to
become bitter, resentful,
jealous, and envious of others and then we neglect to
develop into what God intended for us to be. If we
fail to eat God’s word, then
we become overweight
with the cares of this world.
Matthew 7:19 says: “Every
tree that bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire.”
The Third step to losing weight is we must educate ourselves on the
healthier way of eating.
When we educate ourselves then we eliminate
being deceived. Romans
6:13 states, “Do not offer
any part of yourself to sin
as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from
death to life; and offer
every part of yourself to
him as an instrument of
righteousness.”
The fourth step to losing weight is to choose a
plan or provider that will assist us in accomplishing our
desired goal. According to
the American Heart Association; “Reliance on fad or
crash diets is unhealthy and
is not a long-term solution
to weight problems,” cautions the American Heart
Association, or AHA. These
diets usually exclude important food groups and/or

over-emphasize others.”
Therefore, as consumers we must choose
wisely and implement the
plan with a whole heart.
Obesity is a generational
curse and we must learn
how to put the ax to the
root of the tree and cut it
down. Joshua 24:15 states,
“But if serving the LORD
seems undesirable to you,
then choose for yourselves
this day that you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the
Euphrates, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land
you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will
serve the Lord.” Our ancestors were slaves and they
were taught to eat foods
that were unhealthy. It is
time to curse that mindset
and eat the desired foods
that bring for life.
The fifth step to losing
weight is we must incorporate this into our daily routine. The sixth step to
losing weight is we must
exercise. Philippians 3:13
states: “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I
press on so that I may lay
hold of that for which also I
was laid hold of by Christ
Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid
hold of it yet; but one thing
I do, forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward
to what lies ahead, I press
on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.”
The seventh step and
most important is we must
drink plenty of water. John
4:14 states: “But those who
drink the water that I will
give them will never become thirsty again. In fact,
the water I will give them
will become in them a
spring that gushes up to
eternal life.” The final step
is “JUST DO IT.” John 3:16
say this: “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but has
eternal life.” God did not
send the Son into the world
to judge the world, but that
the world might be saved
through Him. Peace and
Blessings!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The man behind luxury: Larry Casto, Crown Automotive Group
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
This time of month is busy
for Larry Casto, Mercedes
Benz General Manager for
Crown Automotive Group,
6001 34th St. N., but he still
finds time out of his schedule to discuss the needs of
the community as it pertains to the automotive industry.
The auto industry has
changed over the years locally and globally. “It’s
more Internet based now
than before which is for the
better. It’s nice that clients
now have the access to
competitive and fair pricing. The Internet is now
our showroom,” said Casto.
“The price of gas drastically affects large trucks
and high gas consuming
cars. When the price goes
up it devalues the automobiles. As a Mercedes
dealer, I’ve noticed a larger
surge in diesel cars,
whereas other dealerships
may have experienced an
increase in hybrid sales.”
St. Pete resident Irene
Pridgen is impressed both
by the salesmanship of
Crown Automotive and
Casto, himself. She sees
him as a friend, not a car
dealer.
Casto met Pridgen
shortly after the passing of
her husband and they have
been close friends ever
since. She bought her first
car from him, a Silver 190E
Mercedes, in 1986 when he
was working as the general
manager for Lokey Motors

in Clearwater, and has purchased each of her vehicles
from him thereafter.
So impressed with her,
he hired Pridgen as a car
salesperson a few months
later. In 1988, she bought a
two seat Silver Mercedes
380 SL, followed by her
third car purchase in 1993,
a black 450 SL, and the ML
320 Black SUV 1998 all
from Larry at Crown Automotive. In 2011 she was
hired as an outside salesperson with Crown EuroCars, and bought her
nephew a 2012 black twoseater.
Sidetracked by his mutual respect and admiration
for his long-time friend, he
guides himself back to the
topic of the automobile industry.
Casto has seen a small
rise of car buyers trading in
their larger vehicles when
gasoline closes in on $4 a
gallon. Consumers shop
smarter now that they have
access to the Internet and
they are more informed.
“Online reviews are
what brings people into the
dealership. They come to
us after they’ve shopped
two or three stores and narrowed it down according to
the ratings. Google is the
number one place to find
reviews,” Casto confided.
Like any other product,
trends direct consumers to
specific features and wants
suddenly turn into needs.
Many times it’s about aesthetics and comfort, but
more importantly, safety.
“Trending now is more
safety features. Distronic

Plus makes driving in traffic easier. Adaptive cruise
control includes lane assist,
tracking, blind spot indicators, and ASR (anti-lock
braking system and antislip regulation) are things
to look for. The car will stop
itself, if you don’t. If you
veer to the left or right due
to dosing, it brings you
back to the center,” he
stated.
Casto described a situation that recently occurred when he and his
wife were driving. He made
a U-turn as they were
headed toward a gas station when his car stopped
on its own because people
stopped in front of him.
All of these new safety
features is a precursor to
self-driving cars.
“They are close to that
right now. Once a car stops,
you can let off the brake
and it will follow traffic and
keep distance automatically
for you,” he said.
People seem to prefer
technologically savvy cars
that offer hotspots, Wi-Fi
and mobile communication. Casto said that the majority of buyers seek that
out. “Years ago it was the
younger generation, but
everyone is like that now.
They want iPad plug-ins.”
More technology is instore for consumers over
the next couple of years.
“Safer cars, more features.
Mercedes is coming out
soon with side cameras that
see behind and beside you
and will stop the car.
Smarter cars, passive and
active safety ratings are

Larry Casto standing next to one of the $29,900 Mercedes.

what people need to pay attention to.”
Consumers take heed
of the difference between
passive and active safety
tests. He discussed a brand
of car commonly known for
their safety rating, and said
the “crash dummy” tests
are considered passive and
are under ideal situations,
whereas the best safety features are active which steer
you away from the accident
to start with. They focus on
accident avoidance.
What’s the hottest, most
sought after colors in cars
these days? “Number one:
White; number two: Black
and number three: Silver.
Now they’ve come out with
a pearl white; that’s our
number one selling and
also number one nationally,” he explained.
If you are in the market
for a new car, head on down
to Crown Automotive

Group, 6001 34th St. N., St.
Petersburg, and check out
the all new CLA Class
Coupe and the S-Class
starting at $29,900. You can
barely buy a Toyota for
those prices.
Or if a two-door car or
sports sedan is more your
speed give Larry a call and
tell him you’d like to test
drive the all new C250
Coupe or the E 350 Sport
Sedan. Check out the advertisement below, and remember Christmas is right
around the corner.

Irene Pridgen

